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information Sheet 2

COST OF ROAD CRASHES IN AUSTRALIA - 1988
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Estimates of the social cost of road crashes, reflect not only the costs bome by crash victims, but
also those costs imposed on the wider community.

These estimates for 1988 update those produced for 1987, and are based upon the methodology
described in BTCE Occasional Paper 91, Cost of Road Accidents in Australia. They were
calculated by adjusting the average cost estimates, presented in Occasional Paper 91, for each
category, axcept Pain and Suffering, by the refative four quarter movement (1985 to 1988) in Average
Weeldy Earnings. Pain and Suffering average cost estimates were adjusted by the relative four
quarnter change (1985 to 1988) in the Consumer Price Index.

Total costs were calculated by applying Australian road traffic crash statistics for 1988, to the average
costs for each injury severity level. Crash statistics for each State and Territory are available from

the Federal Office of Road Safety.

TABLE 1 TOTAL AND AVERAGE CRASH COSTS FOR AUSTRALIA , 1988

($ million)
Abbrevialed infjury scale (AIS) level Property
Cost damage
category 6 5 4 3 2 1 only - Total
Loss of victim 1319.8 1228 269.0 32.8 108.4 23.3 . 1876.1
Crash-generated
activities 62.5 24.4 68.9 196.1 658.9 8455 11878 3044.1
Pain and suffering
of victim 0.0 53.8 134.4 300.8 665.5 104.5 0.0 1259.0
Total 1382.3 201.0 4723 529.7 14328 9733 1187.8 6179.1
($ 000’s)
Average" 479.0 4267 200.7 559 246 59 1.2

a. Average Is per fatallty for AlS level 6, per Injured person for AlS levels 1-5 and per vehicle for
Property damage only accidents.

Not applicable. .
Note Figures may not add to totals due to rounding.
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TABLE 2 CRASH COSTS BY CATEGORY AND INJURY SEVERITY LEVEL: AUSTRALIA, 1988

($ million)

Abbreviated injury scale (AlS) level

Property
Cost 6 5 4 3 2 1 damage
category Fatal Critical Severe Serlous Moderate Minor only Total
Loss of victim
Forgone income 7395 68.8 150.7 155 51.4 11 1037.1
Family and community losses 580.3 54.0 118.3 17.2 57.0 123 839.0
Accident generated activities
Hosphal )
Medical ) 6.7 141 248 58.0 103.5 320 239.2
Rehablitation) 7
Legal and court proceedings 8.0 19 9.6 294 736 62.7 00 1852
insurance administration 49 08 40 13.8 70.0 562 1972 3459
Accldent Investigation 6.6 04 1.8 6.4 342 50.2 301 129.6
Losses to others 12.8 25 5.4 32 10.4 45 0.0 388
Vehicle damage 23.2 4.6 22.6 82.7 351.1 585.3 751.4 1831.0
Traffic delay 03 0.1 0.6 26 16.1 455 209.2 2745
Paln and suffering of victim 0.0 53.8 1344 300.8 665.5 104.5 0.0 1259.0
Total 13823 201.0 4723 529.7 14328 873.3 1187.8 6179.1
Not applicable.

Note Figures may not add to totals due to rounding.

Additional information on the cost of fatallties by State and Terrltory Is avallable In Information Sheet 1.

For turther information, contact:

Manager, Information Services, Bureau of Transport and Communications Economics, GPO Box 501, Canberra, ACT, 2601

Phone (062) 746846 Fax (062) 746816
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